
Shalom Chaverim, 

I hope you are all staying safe during this time of pandemic. I am writing to give you an update 
on our plan for the High Holidays this year.  

First, thank you to everyone who participated in the survey. Your answers will continue to help 
us craft a meaningful experience while mitigating risks. I am also grateful to the committee 
members who offered input and guidance in areas of their own expertise, and as members of our 
congregation. They are: Norman and Phyllis Rich, David and Betsy Marateck, Manny Rothman, 
Leslie Harris, Matt Facktor, Laurence Roth, and David Steinau. After much discussion, the 
committee is recommending a plan to the Board. Please note, many details are still being ironed 
out, but the overall outline will remain the same. At the end of this letter I am going to ask you 
to supply me with some information, and I will provide some of the reasoning behind the 
plan. 

• Our services will be a hybrid mix of in-person, livestreamed, and pre-recorded segments. 
• We will have either live services or other programming for all of the Rosh Hashana and 

Yom Kippur services we usually do. 
• We will limit our in-person services to a duration of no more than 90 minutes. Parts of 

the service that have to be cut will be prerecorded and uploaded to our Youtube Channel. 
• We will limit the number of people in attendance to 25. See below for details. 
• Everyone in the building will be required to wear a mask. 
• Seating will be regulated by social distancing guidelines. 
• We will not have congregational singing. 
• Our cantorial soloist, David Steinau, and I will chant the prayers, but it will only be us at 

the bimah. 
• Shofar-blowing is only on the second day and that will be done outdoors. 

In-Person Attendance 

In order to mitigate risk; provide simpler contact tracing; and maintain necessary restrictions, 
mandates, and recommendations, we will limit attendance to a cohort of 25 members. This 
means that the same 25 people will be at each of the services together. They will have assigned 
seats, machzor (prayerbooks), kippot, and tallitot.  

Only Congregation Beth El members will be in this cohort. Extended family will only be invited 
IF there are not 25 members at a service. No walk-ins will be permitted. 

If you would like to be part of the in-person cohort, please contact me (rabbi@beth-el-
sunbury.org) by August 21st with the following information: 

-Which services are you able to commit to attending and how many people in your immediate 
family will be there? 

___Erev Rosh Hashana ___Rosh Hashana Day 1 ___Rosh Hashana Day 2 

___Kol Nidre   ____Yom Kippur Morning 



Tentative Schedule (subject to change): 

September 18th: Erev Rosh Hashana, 8-9pm (In-person & Livestream) 
September 19th: First Day of Rosh Hashana, 10-11:30am (In-person & Livestream) 
September 20th: Second Day of Rosh Hashana: Shofar service and Tashlich only, both will be 
outdoors. 10-11am (In-person & Livestream) 
September 27th: Kol Nidrei, 6:30-7:30pm (In-person & Livestream) 
September 28th: Yom Kippur morning, immediately followed by Yizkor, 10-11:30  

(In-person & Livestream) 
September 28th: Yom Kippur afternoon, reading of Book of Jonah and discussion, 5-6pm. 

(Livestream only) 
September 28th: Neilah (closing service), 7-7:30pm (Livestream only) 
 
 
FAQs 

-Isn't it too early to make this decision? Even though September seems far away, we need to plan 
in advance, and there is no indication that the environment will change radically before then. 

-Aren't religious institutions exempt from State mandated limits on gatherings? Yes, but Covid-
19 does not exempt anyone. We would not feel comfortable going beyond the limits of our space 
and our ability to mitigate risk. 

-Some other congregations are doing everything on-line, or everything in person, why not us? I 
have been in constant contact with individual congregations and rabbis, as well as national 
institutions, and their standards have been part of our decision-making, but do not dictate it. It is 
our responsibility to assess what will be most appropriate for our community and the resources at 
our disposal. Some places have higher, or lower, risk factors than we do.   

-What about onegs and socializing, two of the central components of gathering for the holidays? 
There will be scheduled "Kibbitz" times on Zoom for folks to informally get together and greet 
one another. We are also working on ways to bring some holiday goodies to your doorstep. 

 

Thank you again for your patience and forbearance. This High Holy Day season will be like no 
other, but it will still be a sanctified time for reflection, atonement, and gratitude. 
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